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Beg a irve Relation of an Honeſt, God! Man, that lived at 
welirg , within three Miles ef the Cityof Wels, which ſold his 
Wheat to poor people at Six Shillings a Buſhel, when the Marker 


Price was Ten and Eleven Shillings, for whick he was much deri- 


ded and ſcoft at, by his Rich Neighbours ; but was recompenced 
by an extraordinary Crap of Wheat, the like never before heard 
of, each Stolk of Straw, having divers full large Ezrs, ſome Seven, 
ſome Eight, Nine, and Ten, ſo to Thirteen, bur generally Ten 
Ears on every Straw throughout the Field , which was Ten Acres 


*nd upwards,of which,divers Ears are tobe ſeen at divers Cofee- 


houſes in the City of Lexdon, 
Likewiſe a pattern for all Covetous Greedy-minded men, to be Cha- 
ritable unto their poor Neighbours, from the conlideration of fo 
Remarkabic an Example, 
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He findeth Seed to the Suwer, ana Bread for food, and will multiply your 
Seed, and 1 ncreaſeth fruits of your penevolence, 2 Cor, 9, 10, 

He that with-boldeth Corn, the peayle ſhall carſe, but bleſſing ſhall be p01 

the head of him that (el'tth it, Prov 11. 26. 
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' 0OOD People, I would dcfire you to draw neer, and }. 
ſpare ſo much time as the Reading of this\little Beok 
| will take reading over, to ye. For 'tis ſuch a Subje&. 
that the Oldeſt Man or VVoman living , never heard 
the like, nur Chronicles do not make mention of ſuch another 
Wonder, 

I think 'tis very well known to any ſober Chriſtian, that'the 
wickedneſs of the times has draw'd Gods judgements on us ſuf- 
ficiently of late days,that is,I mean within theſe ten years, when 
frft the ſickneſs the Lord poured on us, which made thouſands 
ef rich people fall from. all their pride and bravery into.a ſhrowd 
and Coffin,and their carcaſſes thar in their life rime was ſo-pom- 
par*d up with the beſt thar this ffntul world could afford , yer ar 
laft in a ſhort time became a pray for worms , but no ſooner the ' 
Lord had cauſed the deſtroying Angle to ceaſe, but we like diſ- 
obedient children as. ſoon as the rod of correQion was over:., 
returned to our old finful ways , which rais4d the Lords indig- | 
nation againſt us,and evenforſt the Lord to kindle a fire amon 


us,as we found to the ruine of many thouſands of'them, whom he 
preſerved alive inthe ſickneſs time, merhinks the thoughts -of 


thoſe high 8.dreadful flames ſhould never be out of your minds, 


methinks1 hear ſtill the great craking of the timber,and the noiſe | 


of people, ſome crying,l. am undone,others praying it might \not'; | 
cometotheir houſe, others crying a hundred pound for a cart $0)... 
carry bur one load of goods away,the {hrieks and crys of women: ;* | 
in child-bed in the fields,poor infants crying with hunger to thetr: 

Parents, | "ib 


CEE es eee 


 Butalas wha: dol talk of theſe, I ſhall be but laught at by ſome 
for rehearſing of this judgment,for I believe 'ris no morethoughr- _ 
on by ſome as if it had never been, and I fear by.too.-many of» 
them that (ſuffered by this calamitys®: | 
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[2] 
og mere of che Lord what 2 great bleffing he 


 -Burnowbeh 
beſtowed on the build*Fvf this City to raiſe ſo many great and 


ately fab: icks our of a heap of rubbiſh to the wonderment of 


the whole world,tor which his holy name be praiſed for cver,e= 
ver, Amen, | 

Bur neither merciesnor Judgements of God will work upon 
ſome peoples conlciences, 'tis but the other day frnce the Varrs 
killed ſo many of our brave Sea-men, both Knights, Squires, and 
Gentlemen, and many others,whoſe lives weze as {weet to them 
as the reft. 

Which hath left a many poor Widdows and fatherleſs. Chil- 
dren behind,that now ſtands in great need of their Husbands,and 
Children their fathers, that is fain to pinch and go with many 
hungry belly over they did before the wars came. 

- But nowfor me to come to wy intended matter , which 1s a 
thing ſoſtrange that will cauſe a wonderment from all thoſe thar 
knqows what belongs to the ſubje& which I am ready to declare,if 
you will have the patience to ſtay but a ſhort time till I rehearſe 
it over, hope you will notthink much of your time,nor your pen- 
ny neither if you buy the book, [| believe fris very well known to 
all by ſad experience I fear too many of the poorer ſort that moſt 
Kinds of proviſion have of late been deer, and more particularly 
bred, which is the ſtaff of Iife, Wheat being ſold in ſeveral pla- 
ces of England, for ten and cleven ſhillings a buſhel or ſtrike , in 
which ſcarcity many poor people ſuffered 
covetoulſneſs of ſome rich Farmers , who kept up their Corn on 
purpoſe to make a Dearth, and would not bring it to market till 


they had gor it to ſuch a rate that the poor could not reach, as if 


it had been their Delight co ſtarve the poor, it riſing from ten to 
eleven,and ſo to twelve and Soadacl the laſt ſpring in many 
places tn this Kingdom, which cauſed many rifings by the poorer 


ſort of people in ſeveral Markets to cut the Bagars ſacks in pieces - 


that is, thoſe men that buys Corn in cheap Markets,and carries ic 
x | A? ro 


through the wretched - 


TY 
e© otter places, & rnere makes their prizes anazand fo hoyſts up 
.the market in both places, wiere tney OPT (ell it: I fee one 
Wednelday in V Voolverhzmpton marker this ſpring above an 
muadred of men , old and young in arms , and cut thoſe Bagers 
facks,and took their corn,an filled ther pock: ts with ity and taid 
their wives and children was ready to ftarve. And at Oſter jn 
VVolterſhire was another rifing by the poor againſt the rich Far. 
mers for hoarding up their Corn, and at Waſtle was the ſame, 
at Sturbridge,and Bromſgrove,and many other Markets in and g- 
bour England, which are too many tolet down here, For ſhall T 
tell you, the poor ſuffered fo much tiunger , that they were fain 
ro thake Bread for their poor Children with Peaſe and Beans, 
and were expoled to much want and hard{hip, 8 yer poor ſouls 
afrer it was bakt.it went down with poor little Babes as {weet as 
Honey , when they were fain ro take a Hatcher and Ghop it to 
pieces : and truely-they might have eaten Stones , if it had been 
poſsible, before they could havefonnd any love of charity fram 
theſe greedy covetous men , that ſold their Corn ar ſuch a deer 
rate, as ofie above all the reſt , that brought his Corn to fell in 
VF Voluerhampton Market, in the County of Stafford , having ſold 
his Wheat three or four Market-days together for Nine or Ten 
Shillings a Strike : when rhe fifth day he had brought a great- 
quantity of Corn to ſell,;cxpeQting it would have riſen Rill,bur ie 
did not fall out according to his defire,bur fell fix pence 1n a firike, 
ro the great content of the poor , which did ſo heart-burn this 
Greedy, covctous Miſer , that he would nor ſell one peck of his 
Cotn that day,bur cauſed it all to be ſer up, & ſaid, Let whoſe well 
ſell, for be would zot, for if be kept it but two or three years longer, be 
hopt to ſell it as deay as Mercers do their Pepper, which is after the 
Rete of ſixteen-perce the pound; This was told me by one that 
heard the words ſpoke. And truely I fear their be roo many {uh 
greedy covetous hounds as he,that had tarher fee the poor ſtarve, 


then relieve them with one Quarr of Corn , of thitink 
ir 


=—— 


(4) 


God hath planted his grace infoine* mens hearts, and awaken 
their confctences inthele Deer and bad tinics that pobt People 
ow goes through,4s one 1 (hall inſtance unto you, which is this. 

An honeſt godly Fatmer living at a ſmall Village called Wet> 
ling, within chree miles of the City of VVells, inthe county oft 
Somerſcr, whoſe name I am oblieged ro conceal, having uo leave 
from him to publtth tt, he taking into conſideration the deplora- 
ble condition of many poor famulles round about him, that was 
almoſt ready to tarve, he reſolved to afford them all the pitty 8 
chariry he could to relieve their want and miſery , and allo to 
contribute what he could ſpare to their relief ; And to that put- 
poſe having a conſiderable ſtore of wheat by him, he freely ſold 
it to all ſuch as he knew tO be poor peeple after the rate of ſix 
(hillings a buſhel,although it were generally (eld by all others in 
the Markets thereabouts at ten aid eleven ſhillings at leaft , and 
thus he continued ſelling thoft part of che winter in the year of 
our Lotd, 1673; And the Spring-follo ving in the year, 1674. 
As long as he had any wheat lefe that he could ſpare from his 


own necefſary uſe, and by this Chriſtian compaſſionate Dealing 


ets vetily believed he was under God a means to preſerve above 
2n hundred families. 


This good Samaritez, though he had a competent Nate to liys 


: kh. 1.5» $. , -— 
contented and comfortable with, yet he was rio great Rich many . 


which occaſioned ſeveral of his rich Neighbours to look upog 


themſelves far beyond him in point of cſiare, and thus forth they- 
began to envy andderide him , as aQing very fooliſhly ; in nor - 


— tne moſt of his own, as they vainly called ir, fotgeting 
that whatſoever we etjoy, *tis but lent us by che Lord,” who cx- 
peas it ro be improved to his ſervice,and the good of our fellow 
creatures : One of theſe churlih-Wabals, as 'tis ſaid, one day tel- 
ing him thar it he parted with his Corn fo fillily,he would ſhort- 


it berrer to kerfig pack of dozs then maintain a fatherkfs child* 
or ewo,bur though lo many ſuch bale men as they , yet. 
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ly come to want Bread himſelf : To all which this good man 
meekly anſwered, that he thought it hi relicve people in 
diltreſs,to his ability : that he reckoned that he might afford it at 
chat rate he ſold it for, and verily believed he ſhould never be the 
poorer for nor cxaCting thoſe unreaſonable prizes which others 
rook for that God was able ro make upto him ſome other way, 
= that he would calt himſelf wholly on the Lords good Proyi- 

ENCE. 

And now Chriſtian Hearers , prepare your attentions to ob- 
ſcrve Gods wonderful making good that promiſe in hrs Holy 
Word. 

That he will never deceive them that truſt in him , for by a 
itranze means he hath been pleaſed ro return to this Charitable 
Farmer ten fold,in a marvellous Crop of Wheat, ſuch as never 
was any age before , for having ſown a picce of ground with 
Wheat, containing above Ten Acres, though the foil were bur 
mean, and not any way conſiderable repared by amendment, yet 
the blades came uP very thick , and promilſing a good crap , but 
what was more infinitely wonderful, when it came to Ear, 
there came forth ſeveral and diſtin Ears upon one ſtraw, ſome 
having ſeaven, ſome eight, ſome nine , and fo to thirteen upon 
fome, ſo that throughout all that Ten Acres of Corn,every ſtalk 
one with another may be juſtly reckoned to Produce Ten Ears 
a Piece ; the V\ heat is of that kind which they call bearded, 
and has many briſtles growing up with the Ears, the firaws are 
fomewhat bigger then Ordinary , yet not much , and 'tis very 
wonderful to think how they ſhould be able to ſupport ſuch a 
weight , for the Ears are generally large and full of excellent 
VVheat , ſo that it is reaſonably computed by the moſt modeſt 
Gueſſers , that there is as much VVheat produced upon 
thele Ten Acres, as ever there vvas before upon Teu times 
the ſame quantity of ground, for that it yelds in Threſhing 
anſyverable ro the bulk and grovvth ot ir, This Rela- 
tion 


(6) 
tion is 4 trucn kay ang agm'red ehrougnour nelt of the weſt 
of England,and to {cveral peulons th this ty of London , Who 
has brought up J:vcrs lately from thoſe parts,and are to be {ecn 
in divers Coffcc-houtes about the City: lome fecthing Arhiclt may 
by chance render itto be a lye,and wiil not believe it to be athin 

of truth,for ſome be more lice Jews then Chrittians, and wil 

not believe any thing but what their own eyes co fee, but I hope 
the more ſober finding it an undoubred reality of which they can= 
nor but be {arisficd,upon a {mall inquiry will regard it with more 
conlideration,and give glory to God,who by {o remarkable an 
inſtance hath been pleaſed to declare his providence and make 
kncwn,not only that he is, as to his exiſtence, that he is areward- 
er ſometimes even in this life of all thoſe that truſt in him and 
obey his commandments,and may this preſident awaken all to a- 
bandontheir cruelty & uncharitableneſs, & learn ro do good with 
what the Lord hath beſtowed and given unto them intemperate 
bleſſings , for where the Lord gives much , much he expects of 
them again, to the uſe of the poor,as you may ſee in Bro. Tg, 17: 
He that hath pitty on the poor lexdeth wito the Lord, and that which be 
bath giver will be pay him agatn. But men are grown-to that paſs 
chey will not believe God, bur rather truſt to their own wicked 
. and finful luſts, and ſpend pounds on their bale corrupt wills, in 
fealting and junketing,ro fill their ſtinking bodies full of diſeaſes, 
withexcelsive cating and drinking., whilſt many would be glad 
of the lcaſt of thatto refreſh them vvith,as many glues, and gives 
up 82ain, and whilſt they be thus merry, with Warm Lodging, 
Good Fires, fine Apparel,;and as is ſaid,has'the world in a Sling, 
and makes ſo much of themſelves, theſe I ſay will hardly give a 
| Meals Mcat to a hungry belly,or an 01d Coat to Chiver the Na- 
kednels of a poor fatherieſs Child;or a peck of coals to a diſtrefſed: 
widdow to-undreſs her poor babes by: Nogno,l ſay,theſe love ſo 
much of pleaſure, they can't indure the poor at their Doors, but 
like Dives, ſet their Dogs to-drive them away, There is, I fear, 
ro00- 
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* £&&O many that be like unto thargreedy yaung.aiinthe 
' that came to our Blefled Saviourzakwiow how'he migtit' be'fa« © 
ved, and whewhe had heard that he muſt give all co. the poorghe' © 
went'iway wich a ſorrowtul heart, for he had great PoſlefSions, 
a5 you may read more ar large, in Mats g, 24. Menare grown fo 
greedy of gain, 'thar they wil with a willing mind deceive the 
poor laborors of their wages : gripe them of that which i5-their 
due, - & think they never work'cheapenough t6arich their. co- 
verous defires,tor they lic hoarding up their money, & make ie 
their god, for where their riches lyes chere their heart iFalfo,bur 
know,ohman,thar che Lord will bring you to a reckoningat lalt, 
then you will curſe the:day charever you was born, & wiſh-you 
had: never known whaeriches was , without thou hadſt made 
berter uſc of tt,as the Lord had commanded thee, The Propher 
Jertmiab complainerh of this fin greatly,as you may (ce in Fer. 6. 
13. For from the leatt of them even . unto -the: greatelt of 
chem;every- one is given unto covetouſhels, & from the propher 
even unto the Prieft,every one dealerth fallely,many more places 
inScripture could Igive co this purpoſe , as in Hebrews 13. 5. 
Luke 12,:15. Epheſ,'$:. 3.and in Prov.21.26. He coveterh gree- 
dily: all the day long, but rhe righteous giverh and ſpareth not; all 
3's along the Scripture,you ſhallnor find one word of comfotr for a 
7  coverous man,bur ro the charitable perſon rhere is a ny goed 
WES: .. prebfs;as yournay fnd,Pro.1 L, 25. The literal foul ſhall: e Digae 
f at,and hethat watereth ſhall be watered alſo brmſcif, Thus you 
may:-ſee-tow he thavis bounriful ro the! poor God will neverer; 
want,neicher in this world nor that to come, ſome thinks it they: 
geve bur-a(hilling or two In Joe tis efiough,bur tf rhey {pend'ro 
ar-49 ſhillings in 2 or.3 kourgdly,ebar.ts nor rhobght: 20G much;l 
wiſh thirmen would be wiſtr,& lay-up-for thetr own falvation,' 
which: chariry-is rhe boa4af pericRaels, Coldl, 3. a4. 1G 
Thus ro conelude; Ldufire all good Chritkiens it be Sir inticas 
The Popt brecureyy and wt” Lreftore again m2 rhem ventoid;! 
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